METAPHYSICAL POETRY

Biography and Criticism.

The earliest authority for Cowley's life is the biographical sketch
prefixed by Sprat to the ed. of 1668. Dr. Johnson's great Life of
Cowley in Lives of Ike Poets is especially notable for its powerful
criticism. Recent important works are G. Loiseau, Abraham Cowley,
sa vie et son oeutre (Paris, 1931), and H. Nethercot, The Pluses*
Hannibal (1931). There is an interesting study of Cowley's poetry
by G. Walton in Scrutiny^ Vol. VI, No. 2, Sept.; 1937.

ANDREW MARVELL (1621-78)

With the exception of a few pieces Andrew MarvelPs poems
were not pub. till after his death. In 1681 there appeared a small
folio entitled Miscellaneous Poems by Andrew Afartel. In most copies
the pages containing the passages in praise of Cromwell and the
Protectorate, Horatian Ode, The First Anniversary, and A Poem on
the Death qfO.C. were removed for political reasons. The unique
copy in the Bi\ Mus. however, contains these pages. A modern
rpt. of The Miscellaneous Poems was pub. by the Nonesuch Press in
1923. After the Restoration Marvell wrote much prose and some
verse satires. A large number of political satires in \~erse attack-
ing the court were circulated in MS. and ascribed to Marvell.
Many MSS. of these poems still survive. Most of them were printed
after the Revolution in A Collection of the fewest and Most Ingenious
Songs, Catches, etc., Against Popery (1689); The Second Part of the
Collection of Poems on Affairs of State (1689) and Third Part of the
Collection of Poems on Affairs of State (1689), all rptd. in 1697 as
Poems on Affairs of State. In these and later collections many of the
most vigorous satires are attributed, probably rightly, to Marvell,
though some of them cannot be by him, as they refer to events
which took place after his death (For a full discussion of the prob-
lems connected with these poems, see The Poems and Letters of
Andrew Marvell > ed. Margoliouth, I, 207-15). MarvelPs prose
written after the Restoration includes his letters to his constituents
(first printed in 1776), and controversial works, the best of which
is the witty pamphlet called The Rehearsal Transpros'd (1672).
MarvelPs \Vorks were first ed. T. Cooke in 1726 (rptd. 1772)
The important ed. of Edward Thompson appeared in 1776.
A. B. Grosart ed. The Complete Works in his Fuller Worthies Library
(1872-5). There is an ed. by G. A. Aitken of the Poems and Sating
in M.L. The standard modern ed. is The Poems and Letters^ ed.
H. M, Margoliouth (2 vols. O.U.P., 1927).
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